Liberal Senator tours west

Queensland Tiberal
Senator, Russell Trood,

% has called for improved

funding for Queensland’s
§ regions after visiting the
: Barcoo and Diamanfina
~3> Shires last week.
: His tour of the outback
§ meluded visits toresource,
W health and tourist facili-
tse.s, cattle stations and he
ttended a series of com-
rnumty mectings in towns
~\ ineluding Stonehenge,

Jundah, Windorsh and

O Birdsville.
Q;, The meetings rein-
~., forced the need for better
~ communications technol-
6\ ogy, roads, bousing and
health secvices, he said.
The rising cost of living,
including energy and gro-
L cery delivery, were other
challenges facing thesc
remote populations.
Senator Trood experi-
enced ficst hand the poor
road conditions in wesi-
ern Quecensland, when
he travelled the 280km
stretch of gravel road
between Windorah and
Birdsville.
“An all weather bitumen
road between these towns
would vastly improve
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the south west corner’s
road petwork, providing a
much needed boost to the
loeal economy,” he said.

He called for better
funding for local goveru-
ment and an cad to cost
shiffing by other levels of
government,

“Logal  government
representatives routinely

contend that they are
closest to Lthe people but
are deprived of the power
and resourtces to respond
effectively to these needs,”
he said.

His visit was jointly
organised by Barcoo
Mayor, Bruce Scott and
Diamanting Mayor, Rob-
bie Dare.




